
   ADVISORY BOARD MEETING—IBS 2015 GDANSK 

 

Meeting was called to order at 4:30 by the Chairman, Michael O’Neill.  

Members Present: Bernard Beatty, Shobhana Bhattacharji, Olivier Feignier, Michael O’Neill 

(Chair) Martin Procházka, Jonathan Gross and Naji Oueijan (Joint Presidents), David McClay, 

Eric Wishart (Joint Treasurers) and Peter Francev (Joint Secretary).  

Excused Members: Mrs. Rosa Florou (Joint Secretary), Itsuyo Higashinaka, Andrew Stauffer 

(Deputy Chair), and Marsha Manns. 

1. Report from the Last Meeting:  

 In 2014, delegates discussed two matters of importance: conferences and student 

involvement. With regards to both matters, it was discussed and agreed upon that there needs to be 

a greater enrollment of student members both at the undergraduate and postgraduate levels, with an 

emphasis on postgraduates. Also mentioned was that there are three categories from which monies 

can be paid: student fund, Elma Dangerfield Prize, and general business. Eric Wishart, Joint 

Treasurer, suggested that monies used for students for the IBS conferences and Messolonghi 

student conference could be flexible in amount, depending upon several factors: number of 

applicants, cost of the conference, and neediness of the student applicants. It was decided that this 

would be discussed and voted upon in earnest during the General Meeting. Finally, the IBS 

conference in 2016 (Paris) would be the first to uniformly award prizes to student applicants.  

 

2. New Member Suggestion for the Advisory Board: 

 Naji Ouijan nominated Prof. Christoph Bode to the AB. The motion was seconded by: 

Martin Procházkha, Olivier Feignier, Jonathan Gross, and Bernard Beatty. Consensus was that Bode 

would provide a fine addition to the Board, as well as a representative from Germany. The motion 

would be taken to the General Meeting for a vote.  

 

3. Future Conferences: 

 It was decided in Georgia that Paris was to be chosen for the 2016 conference. Prior to 

Gdansk, the Joint Presidents received a proposal from Prof. Samvuel Abrahamian for Yerevan, 

Armenian to be the site of the 2017 conference. Prof. Abrahamian provided a detailed outline and 

proposal. It is as follows:  

Dates: 29 June-4 July 2017 

Cost: $250 for conference registration, all lunches and coffee/tea breaks. (Students=free)  

         $ 60/night single occ. At the university guest house (a 3-4* hotel) $90/night double occ.  

         ** Students would have a reduced rate of $30/night.  



Naji also noted that this would be one of, if not the least expensive IBS conference to-date.  

There was also discussion of the possibility that the 2018 conference might be held in Ravenna. 

Shobhana Bhattacharji said that the Albanian Byron Society would like to become a part of the 

IABS. Eric replied that they need to write us and attend conferences.  

4. Elma Dangerfield Prize:  

 This year’s EDP was awarded to Clara Tuite for her book Byron and Scandalous Celebrity. There 

were two honorable mentions: The Young Romantics and the Orient by Andrew Warren as well as Mary 

O’Connell’s Byron and John Murray: A Poet and His Publisher. Naji Oueijan thanked the Committee for 

its hard work; Jonathan Gross seconded the thanks. The Chairman, who had served as Chair of the 

Awards Committee this year, described the current arrangements for the functioning of the 

Committee, included soliciting PDFs of books from publishers.  It has been proposed from within 

the Awards Committee that the chairing should change on an annual basis; to date he and Caroline 

Franklin had served in this capacity.  The Committee would thus be looking for a new chair from 

one of its other members for 2016: Martin Procházka and Diego Saglia.  Ghislaine Dayter, the final 

member of the Awards Committee, had requested that she might be stand down for 2016 when she 

was on research leave, but would be very willing to rejoin the Committee after that.  It was agreed 

that Ghislaine should rejoin the Awards Committee in 2017 and that a new member, preferably 

American in the interests of geographical balance, should be added to the Awards Committee. 

Jonathan suggested Frederick Burwick; Beatty agreed. And finally, Martin Procházka proposed 

adding two more people. The idea will be discussed in the future. But for the moment it is agreed 

that Frederick Burwick should be invited to join the Awards Committee.  One of the Joint 

Presidents would approach him.  Action arising from item: to appoint a chair of the Awards 

Committee for 2016.  Suggestion: Michael O’Neill to canvass fellow committee members. 

5. Finances:  

 Eric Wishart said that £500 has been set aside for the 2015 Elam Dangerfield Book Award. 

He said that monies for the IABS are in three separate accounts, at three different banks. He wants 

to consolidate the funds into one bank, one account. He also stated that given the particulars of UK 

finance law, there should be an additional signatory, in addition to Eric Wishart and David McClay. 

Lord Robin Byron and Alan Rawes were mentioned as possible signatories. David McClay asked for 

a second; it was granted. And one concession was made by Eric Wishart: if societies want to 

maintain their voting rights, then they need to make regular payments of dues to the IABS 

Treasurers.  

6. New Business:  

 1. The new IABS website has done well; positive feedback has been received.  

2. Encouragement of Byronic studies: It was agreed that conferences need to be publicized 

in their locales. Michael O’Neill suggested that it would be a worthwhile project to publish 

early editions of Byron’s works electronically in a suitably scholarly fashion; he and David 

McClay would liaise further. David McClay stated that the John Murray Archive at the 

National Library of Scotland is working to publish its holdings of Byron’s works online.  



3. Deadlines for Student Grants: Jonathan Gross brought up that there needs to be a fixed 

deadline-date for the student bursary awards, so that attendees can have the awards before 

they travel to Messolonghi or the IABS conference. Also, the award will be a one-time offer; 

however, repeated awards can be discussed by the AB at later meetings. At present, it will be 

a one-time award.  

 


